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. FHSU ANNOUNCES STERNBERG
GOAL REACHED, GRAND OPENING
ANTICIPATED MARCH, 1999
1/6/98 special
bl

HAYS, KS.---Fort Hays State University President Edward H. Hammond today said that
the financial goal for the completion of the Sternberg Museum of Natural History renovation
project has been reached and that a grand opening date for the facility is being considered.
"I am proud to inform you that, thanks to some recent large contributions, we have attained
our $9.5 million goal for funding the Sternberg renovation project," Dr. Hammond told a
group of people at a press conference in Sheridan Hall. "In fact, as of Jan. 1, we have funds
in excess of $9.75 million committed to the project.
"And secondly, I am equally proud to inform you that we will have the grand opening of
the facility in March of 1999 or 14 months from now."
Dr. Hammond also said, "I want to extend my deepest appreciation to each and everyone
who helped us reach our financial goal. The outstanding people and organizations in this area
obviously believe as strongly as I do in the importance of the Sternberg project.
"This project was begun in 1991 as a part of our $20 million Campaign FHSU. The goal
at that time for the Sternberg move and renovation was $6.5 million. Our overriding objective
was to provide additional space for the internationally famous Sternberg Museum to
adequately display its holdings.
"Ross and Marianna Beach of Hays jump-started the Sternberg project in 1993 with a gift
of $1 million. Then Darrell and Marilynn Seibel of Hays came forth with a $700,000 gift of
cash and land which was located near the new facility. Many others, including the families of
Rick and Gail Kuehl and Don and Cecilia Bickle of Hays and the Fleharty Family
Partnership of Hays, Jim Williams of Dodge City and Darrel Rolph of Wichita, also
contributed major funding.
"We've received many gifts for the project, both large and small," President Hammond
said, "and we're extremely grateful for each of them. Just recently, I received a check for
$250 from the Trego County Community High School Science Club.
more ....... .
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"That group annually chooses to become involved in a project that will enhance life for
others. This year, they chose to support the Sternberg renovation project. In the process, they
challenged other area schools to make equal or greater contributions. I sincerely thank the
science club students and their sponsor for their unselfish gesture.
"What we're going to complete in the next 14 months is a world-class research facility
which will house in excess of $200 million dollars worth of pre-historic and current artifacts
and exhibits.
"Secondly, we're creating one of the finest tourist attractions in the state of Kansas. In
fact, it wouldn't surprise me if the Sternberg Museum becomes the most visited facility in the
state within five years after its completion."
President Hammond said the past six months have been especially exciting because the
financial activity that has occurred regarding the project has enabled the work crews to make
some real progress at the site.
"Well over $1.3 million dollars has been contributed toward the Sternberg renovation in
the past six months alone," the president said.
"The activity began last summer when the State Finance Council of the state of Kansas
answered our request for funds for the project with a matching grant of $250,000. The
trustees of the Hansen Foundation in Logan quickly matched that grant and a snowball effect
followed.
"We have received wonderful financial support from John and Susan Sykes of Tampa,
Fla., A.B. Engel of Ellis, Paul Miller of Hays, Jim and Pat Bartels of Hays, the Dreiling
Charitable Trust Fund of Hays and a recent commitment of $250,000 from Bob and Pat
Schmidt of Hays.
"Then we received another check from the Hansen Foundation. Their total involvement in
the Sternberg project is now $400,000.
"I am extremely pleased that the Hays City Commissioners recently committed $200,000
toward the completion of the Sternberg project. That gesture further strengthens the
partnership between the city and the university in a project that will be a fantastic economic
boon for the City of Hays. I want to take this opportunity to thank the city commissioners
for their support.
"I also want to thank the Ellis County Commissioners who gave us a gift in kind by
allowing their road crew to help build Sternberg Boulevard."
more ......... .
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Dr. Hammond noted that while funding for the project has met the goal, it does not include
sufficient revenue to put a new roof on the dome. "From a maintenance point of view, we
will have to put a new roof on the museum before too long. Also, a new roof would add
aesthetically to the facility," he said.
President Hammond also said that because a first-class museum is never really completed,
there will always be a need for additional funds.
Regarding the move to the new home for the museum, Dr. Hammond said, "We've
intentionally not rushed this project. We want everything to be done correctly and efficiently
before we open the doors. You've heard me say before that it only takes a bit more to make
things first class and that is our goal at the museum."
Dr. Hammond also said that moving the museum's holdings from McCartney Hall, the
former home of the Sternberg Museum, to the new facility has been a major challenge that
has taken a great deal of time and will continue to do so in the months to come.
"We've got to remember that some of these fossils are millions of years old," Dr.
Hammond said, "and that they need to be packed and moved very deliberately. Also, we're
still working on exhibit areas at the new location.
Dr. Hammond said that he also wanted to thank Dr. Jerry Choate, director ofFHSU's
museums, and his assistants Greg and Cameron Liggett and Greg Walters, and former
director of facilities planning Eric King, current facilities planning director Dana
Cunningham and Larry Perkins, construction crew foreman, for all their help with the
Sternberg project.
"Now that our funding goal has been attained, we' re all very excited about the move and
looking forward with great anticipation to the grand opening of the new Sternberg Museum
of Natural History in March of 1999," President Hammond said.

-30-

